
  

  

   

Rathkeevin National School                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
December 2025 Newsletter 

Beannachtaí na Nollag daoibh go léir. 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

This first term has flown by. It has been full of fun and activity. Our pupils have enjoyed many new activities and 

initiatives such as chess club, yoga, green schools, active breaks, anti-bullying week, planting in our new 

polytunnel and many trips to a variety of places. Our classrooms are busy, collaborative and full of energy. 

Hopefully this will continue into the New Year.  

A huge thank you to our Parents  Association who have been working tirelessly to bring in much needed 

funding to our school. A big investment this year was our new Chrome books. The senior classes have been 

enjoying the new technology.  Thank you to everybody who has supported their efforts to date.  

As we approach the Christmas season, I want to take a moment to reflect on the year gone by. It has been a 

time of change in Rathkeevin over the past few years, but this term has brought a renewed sense of stability 

and continuity to our school community. I am deeply grateful for the support, patience and encouragement you 

have shown throughout this journey. 

Staff continue to give their very best each day, ensuring that our children learn, thrive and feel safe and valued. 

Ms Niamh Morrissey has settled in fantastically into 4th class and we are very grateful to have Ms Molly 

Morrissey back with us again this year.  We have a terrific school community in Rathkeevin. I would like to 

extend our appreciation to our wonderful cleaner Simona who works tirelessly each day to keep our school 

looking clean, welcoming and well cared for. I want to thank all the staff in our school for all their efforts and 

support. A special word of thanks to Claire for her dedication, organisation and constant support in keeping our 

school running smoothly.  

Finally, thank you; the parents, for your ongoing support in helping to make Rathkeevin the best possible place 

for your children. Rathkeevin would not be such a wonderful place without the strong partnership we enjoy with 
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you at home. With our new Bí Cineálta policy in place we want to continue this and build a commitment to 

kindness across our school community.   

Thank you to all members of the Board of Management who have committed their time to providing the best 

education and facilities possible for the children and families of Rathkeevin. 

As we look forward to the festive break, I hope the weeks ahead bring you rest, joy, and cherished time with 

family and friends. On behalf of everyone at Rathkeevin, I d like to wish you a very peaceful Christmas and a 

happy New Year 

Nollaig shona agus athbhliain faoi mhaise daoibh. 

Le Meas, 

Seán 

Welcome Junior Infants - September 2025  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Student Council  

Our Student Council for this year is made up of Arthur, Tadhg, Fionn, Emma, 

Joey, Sophie, Michael, Isabel, Harry and Alice. The council began the year 

by promoting our Suggestion Box, which allows all pupils to share tips and 

ideas about ways we can improve our school. We are currently working our 

way through the submissions, sorting and prioritising the suggestions.  

In the New Year, we hope to collaborate with the PA to support the school 

fundraiser, and we are also assisting Ms. Morrissey with work in the 

polytunnel.  

The council are looking forward to a busy and productive Term 2.  

 

 

Members of the student council from 3 rd  to 6th Class. 

SScc hh oo oo ll   LL ii ff ee   



 

 

Active School Committee 

Our Active School Committee for this year is made up of Jack, Éabha, George, 

Shannon, Grace, Finn, Olivia, Oliver, Clodagh, Inis, Tom and Harry. We started Term 1 

with a hugely successful Skip Around the World challenge. Over two weeks, every class 

took part and each skip counted as 1 km. Together, we completed an incredible 89,814 

skips, travelling virtually to destinations such as Mont Blanc, the Pyramids of Egypt, 

Niagara Falls and even the North Pole!  

The committee has also been busy promoting Active Yardsðplayground games 

organised every second Wednesday at lunchtimeðand Active Lines, where the whole 

school completes a set of exercises together after small break each day. We look 

forward to continuing to promote fun and engaging ways to stay active in the new year 

as we work towards achieving our Active Flag.   

  



Polytunnel 
 

We are delighted to have our new polytunnel up and running here in Rathkeevin 
NS. Each class has now completed some planting, ranging from potatoes and 
broad beans to carrots and strawberries. There are even some experiments 
underway, with Ms. OôDeaôs class adding seaweed to their soil to see if it 
enhances growth!  

 

The plants are being watered regularly, and we look forward to seeing the fruits 
of our labour.  

 

The polytunnel looked fantastic over Halloweenðthank you to the students who 
decorated it. It was a wonderful spot to enjoy some spooky Halloween stories. 

 

More recently, it has been decorated for Christmas, and the classes continue to 
enjoy it as an outdoor classroom. 

 

Thank you to all the parents for your support before, during and since the 
polytunnel installation. 

 

It has been a great addition to our school so far and we canôt wait to see the 
creativity and discoveries it will spark in the months ahead 

 

                           

 

 

 



Junior & Seniors reading in the Polytunnel 

 

 

 



 

Hoodies for 6th Class 

 

 

9ÌÕÕ ËÚØÌ âÚ !ÚÑÍÌ /ÚÕÈØ #ÈÑâÕÑØ á ÖäÖ  ÍÚß organising the hoddies this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The team at Gourmet Kids would be delighted to have the 

opportunity to serve our delicious Hot Lunches to the 

Children in your school. We are very passionate about 

what we do & over the last 8 years of producing food for 

school providers we have mastered the ability to produce 

the freshest, tastiest, nutritiously balanced meals to 

support the Hot Lunches Programme. Our goal is to 

provide your school with the best quality food & the 

service we deliver will not only put a big smile on the kid s 

faces, but also on the teachers. 

 

 

 

Drama / Music / GAA 

Music, Drama & GAA Itõs brilliant to have Maria, Aileen & 

Martin back for Music/Drama and GAA. Ma ria has music 

from juniors to 6 th class every Tuesday and Aileen has 

Drama on the Wednesday with all classes. Martin comes 

every Thursday (weather permitting) for skills training. 

Aileen, Maria & Martin will c ontinue until June 2026.  
 

 

 

 



 

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL 

Many thanks for your generous response to the shoe box appeal 

run by Team Hope. We collected 84 shoe boxes this year. 

Huge thank you to pupils and their parents. 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                      

RATHKEEVIN NATIONAL SCHOOL 0!2%.43ȭ !33/#)!4)/.  

Dear Parents and Guardians,  

On behalf of the Parentsõ Association, I would like to extend a sincere thank you  to all 

Rathkeevin parents and guardians for your involvement and commitment throughout the year. 

Your support has made so many wonderful activities and fundraisers possible, including 

the  Halloween Disco , Voluntary Contributions , Staff Appreciation Gifts , School Calendars , and of 

course, the magical  visit from Santa  who delivered treats to all students.  

As we look ahead to  2026, weõre excited about the planned events such as the Powerstown 

Walk  and our much -loved  Sports Evening . These occasions are a fantastic way to bring our 

school community together, and we hope to see you there!  

We are also delighted  to share that we will be partnering with the Student Council to better 

understand what types of activities and events our students would like to see in the future. 

Their input will help us make school life even more enjoyable and engaging for everyone.  

If  you are interested in joining the Parentsõ Association or getting involved in any way, please 

donõt hesitate to contact me or Caron Maun, PA Secretary and Lorraine Ryan, PA 

Treasurer.  Your ideas and energy make a real difference.  

Thank you once again for  your continued support. Wishing you and your families a joyful 

festive season and a happy New Year.  

Warm regards,  

Elaine Fennesy (parent of Isabel, George & Oliver Walsh)  

Chairperson, Parentsõ Association 

 
 

REMEMBER ɀ The ParÅÎÔÓȭ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÌÏoking for  
new parents to join, if you are interested we would love to hear 
from you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWIMMING will commence     

on Friday 9th January, 2026                    

from 11.50am-12.30pm with Junior/Senior 

Infants (Ms. P. Morrissey), 1st&2nd Class 

(Ms. Mackey) & 6th Class (Ms. Grace).  

 



5th & 6th Class adventures to the Rock of Cashel 

and Orienteering to Kilkenny 

                   

           

 



    SPORTING EVENTS FROM SEPTEMBER TO DECEMBER 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 



 

GREEN SCHOOL AT RATHKEEVIN  

 

We have formed a Green School Committee in school this year. We are working 

towards achieving our first Green School Flag which will be Litter & Waste, which 

we will be applying for in 2026/2027.  
 

Our committee work really hard and take their roles as "Litter Wardens' at lunch 

time very seriously, collecting rubbish from others and picking up any litter that is 

around.  
 

Our main aim is to keep Rathkeevin National School a litter free zone. 

 

 



 

     Ms. O Dea s Senior and 1st Class 

 

 

 

Ms. O Dea s Senior Infants and First Class group recently received their certificates for partaking in 

the PAWS programme. PAWS, which stands for Primary Aquatics Water Safety is a programme that 

the children engaged in, on their return to school in September. 

It endeavours to support education surrounding water safety, appropriate behaviours around water, 

survival skills, recognising danger and what to do in an emergency. 

Essentially, the programme is designed to teach safety knowledge parallel to swimming lessons. 

Beirigí bua, Cailíní & Buachaillí ! 



 

Halloween Funé.. 
 

 

       

                        

 

                                 

 

           

                                                       



                      Ms. Morrissey Junior & Senior Infants  
         Christmas Play ôThe Jolly Journey to Christmas townõ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                               Ms. OõDeaõs Senior & 1st Class  
                 Christmas Play ôEddie the Penguin saves the dayõ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Again this year Finn, 

Kitt & Sadie s lovely 

Nan donated a 

beautiful Snowman  for 

our Christmas Raffle.  

Congratulation to our 

winner Daire Burke 

 



 

Lighting of the Christmas Tree  2025 

                    

         

       



  

           

 

 

 

 

 


